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WASHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Monday 1st December 2014

at 7.30pm in the Washington Village Hall

MINUTES of the proceedings of the monthly meeting of Washington Parish Council held on Monday 1st December 2014.

PRESENT: Councillors C Beglan, T Cook, N Doré, P Heeley (Chairman), D Horwood, S Jolley, R Milner-Gulland, D Whyberd

IN ATTENDANCE: WS County Councillor Philip Circus; H District Councillor Jim Sanson, Pc John Burt and PCSO Carol Boniface.
ALSO: Clerk to the Council Petrina Kingham

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: 4
ABSENT: Cllrs R Thomas and M Turley

Cllr Heeley opened the meeting at 19.31
Cllr Jolley arrived at 19.33

15.31 Apologies for Absence and Chairman's Announcements

Apologies and reasons for absence were given and accepted from Cllrs Rick Thomas (work), and Mike Turley (work). 
15.32. Declarations of Interest from members in any item to be discussed and agree Dispensations

Cllr Horwood Declared a personal interest in Item 15.35.1 as a friend of Mr Newman and abstained from commenting or voting on any matter within this item
15.33. To approve the Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting held on 3rd November 2014

The Draft minutes of the meeting had been circulated to Councillors on 25th November 2014.  Councillors RESOLVED (005) that the Chairman could sign the minutes as a true record of the meeting which took place on 3rd November 2014.

15.34. Adjournment of the Meeting to allow for public participation (19.40)

Cllr Heeley invited PC Burt to give his report. PC Burt reported that overall in the rolling year up to 31st October crime had risen in the Horsham District by 169 compared to last year.  In the Parish crime had dropped by 6 instances over the same period. Between 28th October and 24th November there had been three reported crimes in the Parish.  PCSO Carol Boniface reported on the homeless gentleman in the bus shelter on London Road.  He had been referred to various sheltered accommodations but had not stayed in them.  He could be referred to these shelters by the police or a local authority. Councillors AGREED that the Clerk should review the papers whereby he could be referred by the Parish Council and consider referring him to a shelter if possible.  There was however some doubt as to whether he would go in any event.  The Clerk agreed to forward details of the member of the public who had reported him to the Council Office over the weekend.
PC Burt and PCSO Boniface left the meeting at 19.42.

Mr Mark Peach spoke in support of his application DC/14/2389 and received questions.

Mr Mike Gould (HCRA) asked that the Parish Council continue to apply pressure to HDC to enforce the decision on Lupin Cottage; and expressed further concerns regarding Milford Grange over the screening of Hampers Lane, lighting and the timing of the takeover of the Park by a management company. He pointed out that in creating the site, a “cliff face” had come perilously close to the edge of Hampers Lane, and it was important to confirm ownership in the event of future subsidence etc.
Mr Kevin Newman received questions from Councillors in respect of his request for support of his projects and confirmed that he was not seeking funds from the Parish Council, but the use of the recreation ground for his planned summer school was important to his scheme.  He confirmed he had the appropriate public liability insurance in place.
15.35. To report Matters Arising from the previous minutes


The Clerks action list circulated on 29th November 2014 was NOTED

15.35.1 (Minute 15.22.1) All Inclusive History
To review discuss and consider a response to Mr Newman's request for support as follows:
A letter of support for his HLF Bid for Engaging Washington in WW1 Exhibition
Councillors AGREED by a majority to provide a letter of support for the bid as the exhibition and associated talks and investigations would include the work already being undertaken by local resident Gina Wilmshurst, and would engage with all ages within the Parish.

Publicising the Heritage Walking Tours and a Letter of Support for Funding
Councillor AGREED by a majority to provide a letter of support for the bid as Mr Newman had shown he was able to successfully run this type of event.
Councillors AGREED by a majority to provide limited publicity via the newsletter and website for the tours.  Councillors were mindful that they were not prepared to incur any costs to the Parish for this.

A letter of support for the Washington and WW1 book funding bid

Councillors were unsure of the viability of this project as the bid seemed low and there appeared to be no market research to support the feasibility of the project.  Councillors AGREED by a majority NOT to support the bid

To Consider the use of the recreation ground for as a Summer School Location for Local Children

Mr Newman had confirmed that the use of the recreation ground would be to provide a summer school for around 30 children who might not normally have access to this type of event due to financial or associated difficulties.  If he secured funding the event would be free of charge.  The maximum number of children would be 30.  

Councillors AGREED by a majority that they would support the proposal on the basis that use of the ground would be chargeable and that toilet facilities were made available to the participants.  Indemnity forms and PLI would need to be exchanged prior to the event proceeding.
15.35.2 (Minute 14.83.6) A283 Pedestrian Crossing VAS
Further update awaited.
15.35.3 (Minute 15.04.7) Banking Arrangements

Lloyds have made a further and final offer of compensation in the sum of £250.00 in settlement of their failure to properly address the matter of the change of signatory, the loss of personal information and failure to provide details of the separate deposit account on the Parish Treasurers account. The Clerk has now received confirmation that Rebecca Luckin has been removed as a signatory and that she has been added.  Furthermore a closing statement for the previous investment account has been received. Acceptance of this offer does not tie Councillors into banking with Lloyds.

 Councillor discussed the offers made and the time that might be tied in with making a further compliant to the ombudsman. The Clerk confirmed that any loss to the Council, Councillors and herself as a result of the loss of personal information would also be compensated.  Councillors AGREED to accept the offer as a final offer of settlement on the basis that any further action could result in prolonged and possibly expensive negotiations
The Clerk has received details of the deposit account which was due to pay out £10,660.00 on maturity.  This has only paid £10,330.00.  Cllr Heeley advised that he believed £330.00 was paid in 2013/14.  The Clerk has since checked this and confirmed it to be the case. The clerk was asked to investigate whether a further interest bearing account is available.
15.35.4 (Annual Parish Council Meeting minute reference 14.5.1) To review the current committee allocation and membership

In their meeting of 12th May 2014 Councillors proposed reviewing the current committee allocation and membership in 6 months' time.  This was after the decision to the merge the Footpaths and Bridleways committee with the Open Spaces Committee.
The merging of the Open Spaces, Recreation and Allotments and Footpaths and Conservation Committees was successful and it was AGREED that the committee would retain its current formation.  Quoracy had been an issue and it was proposed and seconded that the membership be increased by 1 Councillor to comprise of 6 members.  This was AGREED. 
Cllr Horwood confirmed he would like to be considered and was proposed and seconded as the additional member of that Committee. Cllr Horwood received a unanimous vote and the proposal was AGREED.

Cllr Heeley gave reasons behind his proposal to create a Personnel Committee as it had transpired that there was no power to deal with staffing issues within the Council except by full council which precluded the right of appeal if there was a grievance or disciplinary.  Whilst Councillors regretted the formation of a further Committee it was accepted that generally the Committee would only need to meet once a year and that because the Clerk was the only employee of the Council the facility to provide a structured review was important.  The proposal and Terms of Reference were seconded and AGREED unanimously.

The Chairman and Vice Chairman by the agreed terms were ex-offico members.  Cllrs Horwood and Beglan were proposed and seconded as the two further members and their membership was AGREED unanimously.

The Clerk was to call a meeting in due course.
15.35.5 (Minute 14.83.3) EN/14/0391 Sandhill Lodge - alleged unauthorised structure (Class E permitted Development)

Councillors NOTED The Deadline given for submission of a formal application to HDC is 2nd December 2014.  
15.36. To consider Planning Applications and discuss Transport issues

15.36.1 Applications

DC/14/2389 - 7 Gorse Bank Close, Storrington, Pulborough, West Sussex RH20 3AQ - erection of a single story 3 bedroom dwelling.  Concerns were expressed over the entrance of the proposed developments on to Rock Road although it was accepted that visibility was not restricted at that location.  Concerns were expressed over setting a precedent of garden grabbing/infill.  The Applicant had confirmed that he had not received any objections from neighbours.  It was AGREED NOT to object to the application by the Chairman's casting vote.
15.36.2 Enforcement

Councillors NOTED updates provided in the draft Planning and Transport minutes of 17th November 2014. No further updates.
15.36.3 Appeals

None advised
15.36.4 Decision notices

Noted in the Planning and Transport Minutes of 17th November
15.37 Transport issues: 

Cllr Britt left the room at 20.42


15.37.1 Hampers Lane / Rock Road
In the PC meeting of 20th October (minute reference 15.25.2) the dangers of the junction were highlighted by resident Veronica Pearce.  The Clerk has now been made aware of a further accident at this location (on or around 13th November 2014) which has prompted a further resident to contact Cllr Circus.  Cllr Circus has since advised that he has requested an accident report for that incident and has requested that the red surfacing be renewed at that junction.  Cllr Circus provided an update on the matter stating there was a view that the footpath be extended to Hampers Lane. He was concerned that this would create the impression of an urban road.
Cllr Britt re-joined the meeting at 20.44

15.37.2 Former RMC Site - DC/10/1457 – EN/14/0420 (Former RMC Site)
Cllr Beglan's minutes of a meeting on 13th November plus other associated emails were circulated for the attention of Councillors prior to the meeting.  Cllr Sanson agreed to report back on the issue of the acoustic mitigation and the impact of the new fence on the noise heard by the kennels as a result of the development; the proposal to build a path on the western side of Hampers Lane (which comes under SSPC) and the issue of the screening along Hampers Lane which the Inspector made a condition.  Cllr Sanson requested that a copy of the letter sent by Robin Tanous dated 21st November be forwarded to him to follow up. Councillors explained that HDC (Hazel Corke)  had advised them that they had no obligation to discuss reserved matters with the Parish Council and as such his assistance was essential.

The matter of the bollards outside a residents home which restricted access was in the process of being resolved.  The matter of lighting remained an issue.  Cllr Circus explained that because the height, number and position of the lights had been approved by the Inspector WSCC regard themselves as having no power to vary the specification. In addition the SDNPA would have had the opportunity to comment on the application but returned no comment.

The lighting within the site had not been completed and as such the impact of the dark sky could not be assessed. Information on the lighting had been sent to Storrington & Sullington PC in error and as such WPC had not seen the specification,.  Cllr Circus confirmed that he would consider a campaign to support a 40mph limit along this stretch of the road in the future and would also review the impact of the site lighting when it was functioning.  Cllr Circus was also asked to report back to Council on the footpaths which the Parish considered should be restored to a hard surface and the quality of the road surface laid outside the site.
Councillors however NOTED that Kevin Moss WSCC Street Lighting Team Leader intends to bid for funding as part of a wider initiative to have the lights converted to LED to reduce the environmental impact.

Councillors asked the Clerk to contact Kevin Moss with a view to establishing how the Council could request inclusion in Environmental Zone 1 of the entire Parish for the future.

The Parish bus shelter has been given to the police for a training site by WSCC.  The Clerk was asked to confirm the specification of the shelter and with the assistance of Councillor Circus demand a replacement of the same quality to be located opposite Spring Gardens. 
15.37.3 Road Closures

The Clerk updates the Parish Website with any relevant closures.  The following closures were NOTED
Hampers Lane Washington Clearance of blocked ducting. Road Closure Dates - 1.12.14 - 5.12.14 BT
The Pike Washington Drainage Repairs. Two way signals Dates- 8.12.14 - 10.12.14 WSCC 
The Pike Washington Carriageway Retexturing. Two way signals Dates - 10.12.14 - 10.12.14 WSCC 

Cllrs Circus and Sanson and 3 members of the public left at 21.15

15.38  To Approve Payments Made to the Parish Council, to be Advised of Receipts to the Council, Quotes and Financial Arrangements
Councillors AGREED the financial reports, payments receipts and purchase orders circulated on 25th November 2014. Items 1 - 16 on the Purchase summary and Items 1 - 4 of the Receipts Summary were AGREED.

Cheques for approval:

	Clerk’s Salary for November 2014 (net)
Gross £1001.33 less
Tax £33.40
NI £40.60
Office expenses for November include:


Electricity £7.00 

Travel @.45 ppm   260 miles
Postage 
Office expenses:

Title and register applications

Admin Fee for Clerks insurance amendments

Paper

Printer cartridges

Diary

Laminating pouches

Parking (HDC)

Total expenses

Total salary

TOTAL payment 

Lieu time November 2014
Total 

	Cheque Number
002123

 
	927.33 

7.00
117.00

10.85

65.82

10.00

13.99

58.80

2.09

8.97

1.10

£295.62

£927.33

£1222.95

9 1/2 hours


	
	
	


15.38.1 Bank balance    Councillors NOTED the Balance on the Lloyds Current Account as of 11th November 2014 is £68283.72.  This account was reconciled on 29.11.14.  The Lloyds Investment Account was reconciled on 29.11.14 and is now zero.  The Clerk made an adjustment to the Investment Account for the interest which was paid on the account before it was automatically transferred to the Current Account.

15.38.2 Clerks Salary, expenses and lieu time

Councillors AGREED the Clerks salary, expenses and lieu time

15.39. Parish council issues and maintenance
15.39.1 Washington Village Hall Management Committee

To NOTE that the WVHMC has applied to HDC for a variation to the village hall's Premises Licence.

The variation is to allow the village hall's hours of opening to the public to be from 00:00 to 00:00 on every day.  This variation does not change the times and days for licensable activities.  Cllr Heeley provided further information on the proposed dates and uses of the Hall.
15.39.2 Horsham District Council Bus Shelter and Light - London Road Washington

John Loxley has confirmed that his engineers will examine the problem to find a solution and update accordingly - he suggests that a transfer is considered at peppercorn with the district bearing both sides reasonable costs subject to consideration by HD Council.  Councillors discussed the matter of transfer and expressed concerns over the quality of the installation, the lack of maintenance undertaken by HDC over the last 3 years and the small precept given by HDC for Parish matters.  Councillors AGREED unanimously to reject the offer to take the shelter and light on and asked the Clerk to confirm this in writing and urge HDC to remedy the lighting situation which was causing a health and safety risk.
15.39.3 To Review, discuss and make Recommendations on a Proposal to draft an expense policy:
Cllr Heeley has proposed that:

'We draft an expense policy wherein individual councillors may reclaim reasonable travel costs when attending approved meetings on approved council business. This would include a pence per mile figure at the same rate as the clerk, plus any car parking charges etc. The policy to exclude attendance at regular PC or NP meetings. Budget provision to be made'.

Councillors were unclear as to whether such a policy already existed.  The Clerk confirmed it was not in the WPC Standing Orders.  The Clerk confirmed that the proposal was supported by law.  The Clerk was asked to research the law and Cllr Heeley to re-present the proposal with supporting documentation.
15.39.4 Leaf Litter
Clerk to request that HDC carry out a street sweep along London Road - between Franklands Mead and the Holt and along the right hand side of the Street.

15.39.5 Verge side Rubbish
The final cut of the verges has revealed large amounts of litter which requires removal.  The Clerk was asked to contact Horsham District Council to arrange an emergency litter pick.
15.40  Reports and Recommendations for Consideration by Council from Committee Meetings on 17th November 2014

The Draft Minutes of the Planning and Transport Committee and OSRA Working Party for their meetings held on 17th November were circulated to Councillors as supporting information and posted on the Parish Website on the same date
Open Spaces, Recreation and Allotments & Footpaths and Conservation Working Party
To discuss and AGREE recommendations of the Working Party meeting of 17th November 2014. (minutes circulated 25th November 2014)
Recommendations identified at Numbers:

Item 8 Page 3:

15.40.1 Triangle 

Cllr Whyberd was pleased to report on the successful meeting that he, the Clerk and Cllr Milner Gulland had had at the Triangle with Sussex Wildlife Trust representative Fran Southgate.  Ms Southgate advised that an ecological survey could be carried out to list the species within the Triangle.  This could be lodged with them and added to the existing protection afforded by the fact that the land fell with the SDNP.  There may be funding to assist with the survey and with any projects that the Committee may wish to recommend as a result of the findings.  The survey may assist with an application to have the Triangle added to the Asset Register.  The Committee AGREED to RECOMMEND that the Clerk investigate the costs of a survey, report back to Committee and apply for funding if required.  

Council AGREED this recommendation.
15.40.2 Vera's Shelter

The Clerk has traced and been in subsequent correspondence with Jeremy Addis the husband of the late Deirdre Addis. Deidre was the last surviving relative of Vera Pragnell and it was by her written request in 2004 that the Parish Council took over maintenance of the shelter.  Mr Addis has confirmed that he as executor of Mrs Addis's will has disposed of her property on her death in 2010 and that the shelter formed no part of this disposal or indeed her property.  It is therefore without confirmed ownership at present. The Clerk has advised HCRA of this.  Mr Addis thanked the Clerk, Council and HCRA for their tact and care in dealing with the matter and stated that in the absence of any other owner it seemed right that the Council should accept the shelter, the green and wooden figure in front of Sanctuary Cottage as their own.

The Clerk is to undertake a land registry search of the surrounding properties to ascertain whether the shelter is within any traceable boundaries. Once ownership of the land is confirmed the clerk can make a formal application to HD to request the shelter be added to the Asset List. 

Zurich have advised that to insure the shelter for £10,000 will result in an increased premium of not more that £37.00 per year.  This will be payable only on renewal in June 2015.  The Committee AGREED to RECOMMEND to Full Council that the shelter be covered and added to the NP list of assets.  The Clerk was to look at the possibility of registering it with the land registry and to continue to attempt to trace the owners.  The Committee also AGREED to RECOMMEND that an application be made by the Clerk to add the Shelter to the HDC Asset Register.

Council AGREED all recommendations

Planning and Transport Committee Meeting 
To discuss and AGREE proposals and RECOMMENDATIONS of the Committee Meeting of 17th November 2014 and NOTE items AGREED (minutes circulated 25th November 2014)
15.23.7 No Recommendations proposed.
Finance Committee Meeting 
To discuss and AGREE proposals and RECOMMENDATIONS of the Committee Meeting of 17th November 2014 and NOTE items AGREED (minutes circulated 25th November 2014)
15.23.8 Item 6 page 2
To Review Applications, Discuss and Recommend the Appointment of an Internal Auditor

Audit plans and estimates of costs for three internal auditors were circulated to Councillors on 13th November 2014.  The Committee AGREED to RECOMMEND the appointment of Peter J Consultants on the basis that he had provided a full and detailed plan, his costs were reasonable and comparable to the other auditors, he had 10 years of Audit experience, a solid financial background and he had provided the Clerk with pro-bono advice on the matter of the 2013/14 Annual Return and the Auditors comments.

Council AGREED the recommendation.

15.23.9 Item 8 page 2 

To receive the draft budget
The Clerk had circulated the draft budget and supporting papers prior to the meeting.  The works on the graveyard had been scheduled in for the year 2015/16.  In addition there was a reduction in the Council Tax Relief Grant which the Clerk had been advised should be assumed to be 25%.  A provision for the costs of elections in May 2015 was also required.  The Clerk explained that this had resulted in a requirement to reduce reserves on the assumption that the precept was to remain the same as 2014/15.

The Clerk explained that there was still some information that was required such as Band D Tax Base, confirmation of the reduction in the Relief Grant, numbers on the electoral role and further information from Storrington and Sullington Parish Council on the outstanding amount for the Neighbourhood Plan.  In any event a provision was required within the budget for the publicity and promotion of the Plan which would run into May 2015.  The Committee agreed to meet again on 15th December 2014 at 7.00pm.  The Committee AGREED TO RECOMMEND that for the meetings of 15th December 2014 the Finance Committee meet at 19.00, Planning and Transport at 19.45 and OSRA at 20.45 being mindful that Standing Orders do not allow for meetings to extend beyond 22.00.

Councillors AGREED the recommendations
15.23.10 Item 8 pages 2 and 3 
The Clerk asked that provisions within the earmarked reserves be defined by Councillors to allow her to understand the reasons behind these reserves as although it was acceptable for reserves to be held (and built up) for the recreation ground, Muga and Playground improvements and for specific purposes there was a lot in the reserves that perhaps needed to be earmarked more specifically.

The Clerk also suggested that election costs be built up from the general fund so that the costs of the next election could be covered more by these rather than coming out of the annual expenditure budget all at once.

Cllr Turley proposed that the Council consider a 5 year plan of projects, Cllr Horwood suggested that this would assist with budgeting and expenditure in the future.  Cllr Beglan seconded the proposal.  A. show of hands was taken and the proposal was agreed unanimously. The Committee therefore AGREED to RECOMMEND that Washington Parish Council draft a 5 year plan of projects which fall outside normal expenditure to assist the Council with a strategic direction and to identify projects which required the accumulation of reserves.
Councillors AGREED the recommendations

15.23.11 Item 9 page 3
This recommendation was WITHDRAWN as the Finance Committee do not have the power to propose issues relating to the clerk’s employment. The matter will be deferred to the Personnel Committee.

15.24. To receive reports on meetings and notice of forthcoming meetings

SSW Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 18th November 2014
Cllr Britt reported that there was some slippage with the target dates on the Plan.  The pre-submission plan required a number of additions and amendments.  There was a meeting on the 9th December with members of the focus groups and Cllrs Heeley and Horwood were attending a pre-meeting on Wednesday 3rd to assist in the format of this.
15.25. To Note Correspondence received

Councillors NOTED the Chairman's trust fund request.  This had been received too late for nominations to be considered but Councillors were keen to add this item to an earlier agenda for consideration in 2015.

15.26 Items for press release

None received 
15.27 Newsletter December 2014

The Newsletter has been completed.  Cllrs re allocated the newsletters to cover the vacant round.
15.28 Clerk’s report

This is a report covering November 2014 and covers matters that may not arise elsewhere on the Agenda.
Councillors NOTED the following reports
15.28.1 Police Matters

There is a homeless man in the shelter at Washington.  He cannot be moved on by the police as he is not committing any offence.
15.28.2 Freedom of Information/Data Protection Requests

No requests were received in November
15.28.3 Compliments and Complaints

The Parish Website is attracting 50% more views that at this time last year and the total views are increasing on a month by month basis.
15.28.4 Governance and Accountability

To receive a copy of the Clerks homeworking insurance this had been circulated on 17th November 2014.
To note that the minimum wage increased to £6.50 per hour on 1st October 2014 and to note that this will result in an extra payment to the litter warden of £29.04 for monies owned for October and an increase in her payments on a monthly basis of £29.04 per month on the 20 hours currently worked

15.28.5 Holidays
The Office will be closed between 22nd December and the 26th December (3 days holiday)

15.28.6 Training
None
Petrina Kingham Clerk to the Council 25th November 2014

15.29 To receive items for the next agenda

Lupin Cottage to be considered at the Transport and Planning meeting
15.30 Date and Time of next Meetings

Finance 19.00 15th December 2014
Planning and Transport 19.45 15th December 2014
Open Spaces, Recreation and Allotments Committee 20.45 15th December 2014 
Full Council 19.30 5th January 2015 
The Meeting Closed at 21.53
Signed………………………………



Dated…………………………………….
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